Friends of the Custer County Library
Meeting Title: General Meeting
Date: Thursday, April 16, 2026
Time: 1:00 PM
Location: Custer County Library Meeting Room
Meeting Facilitator: Heather Thompson
Recorder: Marcia Pischke

Attendance 
Present:  Sarah, Heather, Kristi, Linda, Marcia
A. Gold Discovery Days Parade
The Parade Committee has decided that we will have folks walking in the parade handing out various library/reading related items. Volunteers are needed to assist in getting the handouts ready, walking in the parade and carrying the Custer County Library banner. Please contact Heather or Sarah if you are able to help.
The next Parade Committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 28th at 1:00 pm.

B. Funding for summer reading program
The summer reading program is “self-funding”, meaning that it is sustained with funds from the Library Foundation and not covered by the library’s funding from Custer County. The Friends of the Library can assist by having annual community fundraising events. A few options were discussed such as working with local restaurants or contacting Custer Senior High about a possible student’s senior project. 

C. Advocacy for the Institute of Library and Museum Services (ILMS).
ILMS receives federal funding through the annual appropriations process. The federal funding is then distributed to the states. In South Dakota the funds are distributed state-wide to all libraries to cover expenses such as courier services, online databases, continuing education, etc. The initial federal budget for 2027 has no funding for ILMS. South Dakota’s federal lawmakers have voted against this funding in the past. Without this funding, basically anything provided to us by the state library would go away.
The Friends of the Library would like to advocate for funding through a post card campaign. We are challenging Friends members to help with this by sending a postcard to each of our three federal legislators and asking five of their friends to do the same. Postcards will be available for pick-up at the library beginning May 4th. It was also suggested that businesses could be contacted to see if they would be willing to have postcards available for their customers. In addition to postcards, legislators can be contacted by email and/or phone.

D. Innovative Nonprofit (INP) Workshop
The Library Foundation is hosting a INP workshop focusing on fundraising and donor management on Thursday, April 30th from 1-4 pm. Any Friends member that is interested in learning more or supporting this work should plan to attend. Please RSVP to Heather by April 24th. This is a free workshop with lunch provided.

E. Volunteer Appreciation Potluck
The library is hosting a potluck in appreciation of all its volunteers on Wednesday, April 22nd at noon. Please RSVP to Zoe at the library and let her know what dish you will be bringing. 

F. Announcements
The summer reading program is “Unearth Your Story” focusing on dinosaurs, archaeology and paleontology. The program begins June 4th and runs through August.
Friends of the Library Week is October 18-24.

G. Next Meeting
Thursday, May 14th at 4:00 pm.

Minutes prepared by: Marcia Pischke
Date submitted to Friends of the Library President: 04/20/2026
